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THE NATIONAL MILITARY COMMAND center] 

WAt.MINC.TON, O.C. "'W&T. . r~ . 

' — v / iYL '-V 

9 June 19 6 7 

1526 EDT 


f ' i 
vi--t v , 


MEMORANDUM FOR TUB RECORD 


Subject: Attack on TISS LIRRRTY (AGTR-S) 


1. This 
sub j cct ,of 


mem or an dum 
1530 EDT 8 


updates and .supplements 
June and 0000 EDT 9 June 


m e mo r a n cl a jsa m e 
1967. 
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2. USS LIBERTY had been directed by JCS to proceed ter 
32-OON; 33-00E, a point. 39 nautical miles north of the DAK 
coast. She was authorized to conduct operations .south o 
32-OON and between 33 and 34E, approaching no closer than 
YL 1/2 nautical miles of the UAR coast and 6 1/2 naDtu cal 
miles from the Israeli const. At 1950 EDI 7 June CINCLLNAV- 
EUR was notified by telephone by JRC to modify these in " 
structions and to ensure that LIBERTY would operate no closei 
than 100 nautical miles to Israel, Syria a nd E g y p t . ^ , Th x s wa s 
confirmed by message dispatched at 072110 EDT, CTNCUoNAVEUR 
passed this information to COMSIXTHFLT at 080010 EDI by 
•teletype conference and by immediate message at 08005b tin . 

At 080517 EDT, COMSIXTHFLT directed LIBERTY to operate within 
a 25 nautical mile radius of 33-40N, 32 - 30F; until furthei 
notice, and to approach no closer than 100 nautical miles 

to the coasts of the UAR and Israel and 25 nautical miles to 
the coast, of Cyprus. v, '•*' • 

3. At 0802x50 EDT, LIBERTY reported she was being orbited by 

two jet aircraft, while, at 31-27N, 34-OOE, a point 14 nautical 
miles from the coast a n d 22 nautical miles northeast of El 
Arish . ’ 

4. LIBERTY reported being under attack by jet fighters at 
080805 EDI. at position 31-35. 5N, 3.3-29. 0E , a point 25 nautical 
miles northeast of nearest land, and 3 nautical miles outside 
the 100 fathom (600 -foot) curve. She was subjected to about. 

. six strafing* passes and at 08082 5 EDT three torpedo boats 
approached the, ship at high speed. The torpedo boats attacked 
and at. 080828 EDT, LIBERTY suffered a torpedo hit on the 
starboard side and took a 10° list. 

5. At 080850 EDT, COMSIXTHFLT ordered USS AMERICA to launch 
four armed A-4$ and USS SARATOGA to launch four armed A-ls and 
for AMERICA to provide fighter cover. However, before reaching 
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LIBERTY , the aircraft were recalled following COMS JXTHELT ' s 

receipt of the Israeli acknowledgement of the attack, At this 

time , LIBERTY reported she had departed ,the area and was _ under* j 

way on a northwesterly course, at 8 knots. At the same time, 

two destroyers were dispatched at host possible speed to 

rendezvous with the damaged ship. 

6. LI S3 MASSEY and USS DAVIS loaned LIBERTY in position ■ 

33* OlN , 31-391; at 09 00 2 S EI)T , and transferred medical personnel 

to assist LIBERTY'S doctor. At this time AMERICA was 138 | 

nautical miles from LIBERTY and estimated a closure speed of ; 

30 knots. 25X1 

i 

7. Casualties from the attack wore 10 killed, 90 wounded, j 

and 22 missing, reported believed t o be trapped in flooded ! 

compartments near the tornado hit. ' 

| The ; 

Captain of LIBERTY was wounded and the ship's Executive Officer 

was killed, • 

8. LIBERTY reported carrying out her emergency destruction | 

bill, which includes the destruction of tapes, technical 1 

publications and specialized equipment. 

9. The helicopter transfer of wounded and dead to AMERICA 

is proceeding and a fleet tug will join the formation this 
afternoon to escort. LIBERTY to Souda Bay, Crete. Arrival is : 

estimated at 1800 EDT 10 June. • . v ' : ! 

10. Additional information on this incident will be provided 

as received. * • . ; ' . V * i 


I f 

1 Atch: RAYMOND A. MOORE 

Map Real' Admiral, USN 

Deputy Director for 

• *• Operations (NMCC) 
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Pi s t ribui i on : 


WHTTR HOUSE 
STATE (U)X) 
SI; CHEF 
DHPSECOKF 

OSI) / GC 
OSD/ ISA 

OSJ) / PA 
C-JCS 
DJS 
SJCS 
J- 30 
J- 31 

J - 32 
J - 3 4 

J-3 KUMB DIV 

SACSA 

NWSD 

DDO 


C LDX) 


A 1)1)0 

DIA (ISIC) 

NS A REP 
DIA REP 
CIA REP 

army war room 
navy flag plot 
air force command post 
marine corps command center 
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